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from the citizen here a little and there a little, in ways
that he does not know or constantly forgets, the whole
amount were demanded in a lump sum, it would scarcely
be possihle to get it paid. Grumbling and resistance
would rise probably to disaffection. Coercion would in
hosts of cases be needed to obtain this large total tax;
which indeed, even with this aid, could not be obtained
from the majority of the people, whose improvident hab-
its prevent the accumulation of considerable sums. And
so the revenue would fall immensely short of that expen-
diture which is supposed necessary. This being assented
to, it must perforce be admitted that under a system of
direct taxation, further extension of public administra-
tions, entailing further costs, would meet with general
opposition. Instead of multiplying the functions of the
State, the tendency would obviously be to reduce their
number.

Here, then, is one of the safeguards. The incidence
of taxation must be made more direct in proportion as the
franchise is extended. Our changes ought not to be in
the direction of the Compound-Householder?-Act of 1851,
which makes it no longer needful for a Parliamentary elec-
tor to have paid poor's-rates before giving a vote; but
they ought to be in exactly the opposite direction. The
exercise of power over the national revenue, should be
indissolubly associated with the conscious payment of con-
tributions to that revenue. Direct taxation instead of
being limited, as many wish, must be extended to lower
and wider classes, as fast as these classes are endowed with
political power.

Probably this proposal will be regarded with small
favour by statesmen. It is not in the nature of things far
men to approve a system which tends to restrict their
powers. We know, too, that any great extension of di-
rect taxation will be held at present impossible; and we